CITY OF SHULLSBURG

COMMON COUNCIL MEEING

SEPTEMBER 30, 2010

6:30 P.M.

A special meeting of the Common Council of the City of Shullsburg was held at 6:30 p.m. September 30, 2010 in the Community Room of the Shullsburg Community Townsend Center, 190 N. Judgement Street, Shullsburg, Wisconsin.  Mayor Tom Lethlean called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.   Notice of the meeting was posted and given to the official newspaper.  Roll Call- Darrell Morrissey, Carl Ballard, Dan Spillane, Jim Paquette- All present.  Others present:  Kim Carpenter, Marlys Foley, Don Dickinson and Gary Peterson.  
Motion by Paquette second by Spillane to approve the minutes of the September 15, 2010 meeting.  All aye, motion carried. 

Committee Reports: None

Motion by Ballard second by Paquette to approve the bills for the general ,water, sewer, electric, library, pool, museum and TIF funds.  All aye, motion carried. 

Wayne Gehrt arrived. Stan King arrived.

Gary Peterson, Sustainable Services, presented the council with a copy of the project plan for creating TID #7.  After Peterson explained the plan in detail, Mayor Lethlean read aloud the resolution to approve the project plan.  A motion was made by Morrissey second by Paquette to approve the resolution adopting TID #7 project plan as read.  All aye, motion carried.  Mayor Lethlean then read aloud the resolution to create TID #7.  Motion made by Ballard second by Spillane to adopt the resolution creating TID #7 as read.  All aye, motion carried.    

Peterson presented the council with copies of the project plans for amending TID #3 and TID #4.  Peterson explained the amended plans in detail.  TID #4 has paid off all of the expenses and is generating cash.  At the end of the TIF period TID #3 will still owe approximately $400,000.  Therefore it is proposed that TID #3 be declared a distressed district and TID #4 be declared a donor district.  This will allow funds from TID #4 to be transferred to TID #3.  Mayor Lethlean read aloud the resolutions to amend the project plans for TID #3 and TID #4.  A motion was made by Spillane second by Morrissey to approve the resolution as read.  All aye, motion carried.  Mayor Lethlean then read aloud the resolution amending TID #3 and TID #4 declaring TID #3 a distressed district and TID #4 a donor district.  Motion by Ballard second by Paquette to adopt the resolution as read.  All aye, motion carried. 
Regarding the announcement of the grants that the city received, the October 2 date was not feasible.  The announcement will be made in December when the new Creamery Facility has been completed.    

Stan King, Delta 3 Engineering, explained the pay request in detail and updated the council on the Industrial Park project.  Motion by Morrissey second by Ballard to approve the pay request from W.C. Stewart Construction as recommended by Delta 3 Engineering Bart Neis in the amount of $286,878.15.  All aye, motion carried. 

No information has been received from the contractor or insurance adjuster therefore no action was taken. 

A brief discussion was held regarding the contract with Johnson Block and Company for auditing services for years 2010, 2011 and 2012 in the amounts of $15,400, $15,800 and $16,200 respectively.  Mayor Lethlean spoke with Al Brey from Johnson Block prior to the meeting and was satisfied with the responses that he received.  There may be additional charges for the new TIDs that have created this year.  Motion by Paquette second by Ballard to approve the contract with Johnson Block and Company.  All aye motion carried. 

A brief discussion was held regarding the contract with Equity Appraisal for Assessing services.  It is a three year contract and has no increase over the current contract amount of $5,500.  Motion by Ballard second by Paquette to stay with Equity Appraisal for assessing services.  All aye, motion carried.  

A discussion was held regarding the removal of the tennis courts.  Ald Morrissey reported that the Park Preservation Committee has discussed and is in favor of the removal of the tennis court.  The recommendation is to use the fill from the new industrial park, fill in the tennis court and grass it over.  The possibility of constructing another basketball court in the future was also discussed by the Park Preservation Committee.  Ald Morrissey does not have an estimated cost.  The fill from the industrial park is currently being placed on the city’s lot in the industrial park.  Ald Ballard voiced his concerns regarding whether or not the public has been informed that the city council is considering the removal of the tennis courts. Ald Morrissey stated that the tennis court issue has been on several agendas.  It was suggested that the tennis courts be made into a parking area.  Ald Paquette and Ald Morrissey are not in favor of a parking lot in the middle of the park.  Mayor Lethlean informed the council that the person that was previously approved to remove the tree by the tennis court has requested that the fence and the utility poles be removed prior to him taking down the tree.  Motion by Paquette second by Spillane to take the fence out, the lights down and take the tree out.  All aye, motion carried.  It was decided that notices would be posted notifying the public that the removal of the tennis courts will be addressed by the council at the next council meeting.  
Motion by Paquette second by Spillane to set Trick or Treating for October 31st

from 6 to 8 p.m.  All aye, motion carried. 
Motion by Spillane second by Morrissey to set fall cleanup day for November 20th.  All aye, motion carried.   

Motion by Spillane second by Paquette to set open burning effective October 1 through November 30th.  All aye, motion carried. 

A discussion was held regarding the recommendation from the Plan Commission for the following sections of the City of Shullsburg Municipal Code:  Section 17.11 Fences-Amending the height requirements from 60 inches to 84 inches for side or rear yard fences and the vision requirement from 90% to 40% for front yard fences, Section 17.15 Definitions- Fences-Amending the height requirement from 60 inches to 84 inches for side or rear yard fences and Section 17.15 Definitions- Dwelling Design and Construction (6) Roofing Material- Amending the roofing material to allow for colored  corrugated metal but not galvanized metal roofing material.  Mayor Lethlean explained the Plan Commission recommendation and read the proposed ordinances amending each section.  Motion by Paquette second by Morrissey to accept the Plan Commission’s recommendation for section 17.11- Fences.  All aye, motion carried.  Motion by Ballard second by Paquette to accept Plan Commission’s recommendation for section 17.15- Definitions- Fences.  All aye, motion carried.  Motion by Paquette second by Morrissey to accept the Plan Commission’s recommendation for section 17.15 Definitions- Dwelling and Construction (6) Roofing Material.  All aye, motion carried.  A public hearing was scheduled for November 3 at 6 p.m. prior to the regular council meeting.  
Future Agenda Items: It was decided that the October 6th council meeting would be held Oct 7th at 6 p.m. due to scheduling conflicts.  The following items will be on the agenda:  1.  Removal of the tennis court.  2.  Awarding of bids for the second phase of the electrical service for the industrial park. 

Clerk’s Report: None

  Public Comment: Wayne Gehrt made the following comments:  1. Feels that the removal of the tennis court is premature.  2.  Gave the city council information regarding adverse possession.  In his opinion there is no adverse possession against a public entity. Feels that the city should not give up any land in regards to the results of the park survey.    Marlys Foley inquired about putting a partial fence on the corners of her lots to identify the property boundaries.  The council suggested that she submit plans to the city for review.    

At 8:25 p.m. a motion was made by Ballard second by Paquette to convene into closed session.  Roll Call Morrissey, Paquette, Ballard Spillane, Lethlean.  Pursuant to 19.85 (1) (e) the purpose of the closed session is to discuss the negotiations with the property owners in regards to the park survey encroachments.  
At 8:53 p.m. a motion was made by Ballard second by Paquette to reconvene into open session.  Roll Call- Ballard, Paquette, Spillane, Morrissey, Lethlean.  All aye, motion carried. 

In open session the following action was taken:  Motion by Spillane second by Paquette to give Mayor Lethlean the authority to negotiate with the property owners.  All aye, motion carried. 

At 8:55 p.m. a motion was made by second by to adjourn.  All aye, motion carried.

Marsha Einsweiler

City Clerk/Treasurer
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